167.   PURIFYING FLAME

ecAt sight of the purifying flame in the path of love, people
run away in fear." So sang Pritam1. The path of love requires
that we should not mind touching the so-called untouchable, that
we should honour the despised. This path is strewn with diffi-
culties. That alone is love which endures even when one is
abandoned by one's father, turned out of home by the mother,
shunned by society and forbidden by the priest to enter the
temple.

In a small region like Kathiawar, the movement for the abo*
lition of untouchability has created a stir in the Vaisknava world.
The gates of havelis are being closed against those who do not
honour the practice of untouchability and regard it as wrong.
Will it not be hard for them to be prevented from visiting the
haveli? What should they do? There can be only one reply:
they should give up the thought of the haveli.

After all, it is we ourselves who install the image in the temple.
The image which comes to be associated with an evil practice will
do more harm than good to us. The ultimate haveli is one's own
heart. The haveli walls are what crutches are to the lame. They
are merely a support When they cease to be a support and in-
stead become a burden, we should throw them away. The gates
of the physical haveli can be closed, but the doors of the heart-
temple are open for all the twenty-four hours. The all-knowing
God dwelling in it protects us all the time. May those who tread
the path of love realize the presence of that God installed in that
shrine and be blessed.

"But the haveli is a public place. Supposing "we do not res-
pect the prohibition against us? Is it necessary to respect an un-
reasonable prohibition?" May not some people reason thus? May
it not be a sin to respect this prohibition? We can imagine situa-
tions in which it will be a sin to respect a prohibition. I do not
think that the prohibition against entering havelis is of that cate-
gory. But those who think that it is, will certainly visit havelis
and suffer the consequences. There is no one single rule in such
matters. The general rule should be that, if a small minority
regard the practice of untouchability as sinful, but hundreds of
others look upon it as virtuous, then the minority should have

*A Gujarat! poet
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